t

Sanitized pr Appov for Rel

[ .

) . . ’ . . '
ease 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600380339-4

cussiricaron - secver SEGREN

b CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY— REPORT 50X1-HUMj

INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS  CD NO.

COUNTRY USSR DATE OF

INFORMATION 1950 - 1951
SUBJECT Political - Party Education

HOW DATE DIST, /& Mar 1951
. PUBLISHED Newspapers; periodicals : .
- WHERE
PUBLISHED USSR NO. OF PAGES 2k

DATE
PUBLISHED 15 Nov 1949 - 26 Oct 1950

SUPPLEMENT TO
LANGUAGE Russian REPORT NO.

THIS DOCUNENT CONTAINS INFORNATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFEMSE
OF THE UMITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF ISPIONAGE ACT [ 1]
V. 5. C.. 31 AND 32,AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION
OF 1TS CONTENTS 1N ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PIRSON 18 pRQ-
MIBITED BY LAW. REPRODUCTION OF THiS FORM ll.'loﬁll"lﬂ.

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
SOURCE  Newspapers and periodicals as indicated. -

) THE 1950-1951 SCHOOL YEAR IN.
THE USSR PARTY EDUCATION SYSTEM

The following study, based primarily on & survey of 1h Soviet
republic papers and the Moscow and Leningrad press, is an attempt
to present a general picture of the party system of political educe-
tion ip the USSR. As will be shown, there are often discrepancies
between over-gll general figures and more specific breskdowns for
the number of persons participating. Generally speaking, however,
there is enough internal consistency in figures given for the re-
public systems of party education to get a fairly clear idea of the
numbexr of persons formally involved--in those areas vhere adequate '
figures are'given. -As will be seen from the descriptions, however,
information on the 1950-1951L school year for several of the republics
is a8 yet inddequate. Where possible, an attempt is made t8 give
figures for the ‘194921950 ' school year as a besis for judging the situ-
“ation 1n the current year. ’

Numbers in pa.i'entheses refer to appended sources.
INTRODUCTION

Merxist-Leninist studies for 1950-> 1951 in the party system of political
education for the masses began on 1 October in urban areas and on 15 October in
rural localities. The importance attributed %o such indoctrination in the USER
is manifested by the amount of press coverage devoted to it. In all Soviet news-
papers available in CIA, from mid-August to October, an increasing amount of space
in editorisl and "Partiynays zhizn'' (Party Life) columns was given to party educa-
tion. It was the predominant political theme in.ealy October, until it wes sup-
planted by the local soviet election “campa'ign."-

The 1950 - 1951 school year continues the trends of the postwer pericd in
party education, according to the Soviet press. The nutber of students, both
party members end nonperty pecple kas increased; the level of study is more

~advanced; and more attention is being pald to indepemdent study by. those interested
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in Marxist-Leninist theory. In past yeers, the Commuunist messes studied in

political schools, the beginning stage of political studies. Last year, the

majority of party members and candidates the Short Course, History of the VKP{b)

and the "classics" of Merxism-Leninism in study circles, evening party schools,

universities of Marxism-Leninism, and also independently. Whereas in tae 1948-

1949 school year, political schools instructed about one third of the totel per-

sonnel in party organizations, and circles for study of the Short Course, History ]
of the VKP(b) taught 22 percent, in the 1949 - 1950 school year only 15 percent 3
of the students were in political schools, while 30 percent of the total per-

sonnel of party organizations were in circles.(1) There are no over-all figures

available for the total number of students now in the party education system dbut

in the 1949 - 1950 school year, sbout 5 million party members and candidates

studied Marxist-Leninist theory.(2) ‘o this may be added the 5.5 million persons

in the Komsomol system of political education (3) and an undetermined number of

nonparty people. General statements in the press indicate a significant increase

in this yeer's total over that of last year, and there is increased emphasis upon

drawing nonparty workers, kolkhoz workers, and intelligentsie into the party edu-

cation system. Failure to do this is described as one of the essential short-

comings of the 1949 - 1950 school year.(4)

Training of Propag_gndists

Serious preparations were made during the summer months for improving in-
struction in the party education system. By decision of the TsK VKP(b), central
committees of union-republic party orgenizations, and oblast, kray, end city party
committees set up summer courses for propagandists. In 1949 and 1950, 170,000
propagandists received this type of instruction -- 120,000 in 3-month evening
courses under city party committees, without interrupting their regular work, and
50,000 rural propagendists in one-month courses under oblast committees, with
leave from their regular work for full-time study.(5) In August 1950, there were
65,000 city propagandists taking 3-month courses and 25,000 rural propagandists
in one-month courses.(f) By decision of the TsK VKP(b) edditional 2-week full-
time courses of study were set up in September under oblast and city party com-
mittees to give snecial training to 55,000 rural and 45,000 city propegandists.

"In this way, before the beginning of the school year, 90 percent of all nonstaff
propagandists in the system of party education received training and retraining

in these courses."(5) The distinction between "nonstaff" and "staff” propagandists
appears to be that the latter are attached to rayon and higher party conmittees

and are the "basic nucleus" of propegendists "whc have party-political training,
[i.e.,] vho have completed studies in the Higher Party School under the TsK VKP(b)
S-year oblast, kray, or republic party schools, party courses, or universities

of Merxism-Leninism,"(4) while, it is indicated in the press, "nonstaff” propa-
gandists, aided and directed by "staff" propagendists, lead political schools and
circles under primery party orgenizations. All propagaendists are ‘approved by the
next higher party committee than the one to which they are attached. In all, there
were over 320,000 propagandists in the system of party education in the 1949 - 1950
school year (i), and the number is claimed to have increased this year, while simul-
taneously the quality of propagendist personnel is saild to bave improved.

Special training for propagandists does not end with the begimning of the
school year. In addition to conducting their circles and political schools, they
are expected to attend regular seminars for propagandists throughout the school
year. A new study plan for these 2-year seminars has been prepaxed by the Agita-
tion and Propaganda Section of the TsK VKP(b). Leaders of political schools in
cities are expected to attend 10 or 11 classes of 4 hours each in the course of
the school year, while rural propagendists heading political schools are to at-
tend seven or eight 6-hour classes. City propagandists who lead circles for study
of the Short Course, History of the VKP(b) and bicgraphies of Lenin and Stalin
are to attend 11 to 13 classes of & hours each; rural leaders of circles are to
attend seven to nine 6-hour classes. In these seminers, bhesides hearing lectures;
it is recommended that propugandists read reports and papers on the works and on
individval questions of Marxist-Leninist theory.(T) ’
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Seminars for propagandists who lead political schools will concentrate on
“the Lenin-Stalin theory of imperialism end socialist revolution, the struggle
of the Soviet people under the leadership of the Bolshevik Party for the building
of socialist society, and V. I. Lenin and I. V. Stalin on the paths of transition
from socialism to communism," Literature recommended for study by these propa-
gandists includes Lenin's Imperialism as the. Highest Stage of Capitalism and
State and Revolution and Stelin‘'s The October Revolution and Tactics of Russian
Communists, Once More un Social-Democratic Trends in our Party, Foundations of
Leninism,)and Report at the Eighteenth Party Congress on the Work of the TsK
VKP(b) . (T

Seminars for leaders of circles will devote their attention to "dialectical
meterialism -- the world outlook of the Communist Party; Lenin's and Stalin's
further development of the theoretical bases of the Bolshevik Party; and Comrade
Stalin's. further development of dialectical and historical materialism in his
work on 'Marxism and Questions of Linguistics.'" Literature recommended for these
propagandists includes Lenin's Materialism and Empiriocriticism, Tmperialism as the
Highest Stage of Capitalism, On the Slogan of the United States of Europe, and
Economics end Politics in the Epoch of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, and
Stalin's Dialectical and Historical Materialism, The October Revolutjon and Tactics

of Russian Coamunists, The International Character of the October Revolution,
Foundations of Leninism, Problems of Leninism, The Plan of the USSR Conetitution,
and The Great Fatherland War of the Soviet Union. 1In all seminars for propagand-
ists, lectures will be given on Stalin's recent writings on linguistics, "a new
outstanding contribution to the treasure house of Leninism."(7) '

Besides lectures and reports on Marxist-Leninist theo;;y, considerable at-
tention is devoted to methodology. Lectures are given on how to conduct political
studies, and what visual, literary, and artistic aids are to be utilized; also,
much emphasis is placed on exchange of experiences among the propagandists.

LEVELS OF PARTY EDUCATION

The party education system includes the following levels of instruction s
from elementary to most advanced. :

General-education Schools

General-education schools are set up under primary party organizations for
illiterate and semiliterate party members and nonperty people who do not have
enough education to participate in the party education system. In non-Ruseien
areas, instruction in these schools is conducted in both Russian and the students'
native language.(8) Wo actual Marxist-Leninist study is undertaken in general-
education schools inder primary party organizations.

Political Schools

The basic political school meets for about l-% hours each week for 9 months;
the 2-year course deals with the social and state order of the USSR, problems
of the postwar Five-Year Plarn, and the party rules. To aid propagandists and

students in follo-ring the study plen set up by the Agitation and Propaganda Section

of the TsK VKP(b), the Pravda Publishing House has published study aids for poli-
tical schools for the new school year. The first part, recommended for first-
year students in political schools, centains materials on: "How Workers and. Peas-
ants in'Tsarist Russia Lived and Struggled for Freedom; The Great October Socia-
list Revolution; s Construction of Socialist Society in the USSR; The USSR and

the Capitalist World; The Great Fatherland War of the Soviet Union; Soviet.Socia-
list Society; and the Socialigt State." The second part, recommended for second-
year students, contains materials on: "The United.Family of Soviet Peoples; The
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VKP(b) -- the Leading and Directing Force of Soviet Society; How the VKP(Db) Was

Built Up; The Soviet Union -- the Bulwark of Peace, Democracy, and Socialism: The
Soviet People in the Struggle for the Restoration and Development of the National
Economy of the USSR; and Our Goal -- Communism."(9) i

grcles

Persons who complete the political school course, along with others similarly
qualified, go on to study at the next higher level under the primary party orgeni-
zation -- the 2-year circles for the study of the Short Course, History of the VKP
(b) and tae biographies of Lenin and Stalin. Circles for study of the Short Course
Teceive most attention in the Soviet press and appear to occupy the largest segment
of students in the party education system, They follow a study plen based on that
set up by the TsK VKP(b) in 1938, at the time of publication of the Short Course,
whereby the chapters of the boock are covered in & given time and certain prescribed
supplementary reading is done. In recent years, circles "of a higher type" have
been established for more advanced study of party history, in which the "classics"
of Marxism-Leninism are also studied. The study plan for circles prescribed by
the Agitation and Propagande Section of the TsK VKP(b) differentiates between the
2 types of circles and includes an appended list of the works of Marx, Lenin, and
Stalin for circles of the higher type.(9) Circles for study of the biographies
of Lenin and Stalin are generally described in the press as being on a level with
the basic circles for study of the Short Course and use the official "Short Bio-
graphies” and supplementary reading in their work.

Political schools and circles under primary party orgenizations differ from
more advanced schools under rayon and higher party committees in that there are
no final examinations. Instead, it is expected that they complete the plens set
up for them by the Agitation and Propagande Section of the TsK VKP(b) and then
conduct a series of "final studies" (itogovyye zanyatiya) to sum up the basic
points of the over-all study plans. Final studies in the party education system
are not examinations; rather, they should be "vital, well-developed chats between
the propagendists and their students."(10)

No specific reason is given for absence of conventional examinations after
a year of political study. From general indications in the press it may be that
nonstaff propagandists may not be considered qualified to glve formal examinations. \
Also frequently reported absences of students might preclude their being prepared
to pass such examinations.

Independent Study

Basic indoctrination provided by political schiools and circles 1s necessary
for those party and nonparty people who are unable to continue their formal party
~ducation in higher party schools but who wish, or are constrained, to continue in
the "best and most important form of political indoctrination" -- independent study
of Marxist-Leninist theory.(1l) This aspect of party education has recelved in-
creased emphasis in recent.years in the Soviet press. Independent students work
with the aid of individual study plens, set up in accord with the program prescribed
by the TsK VKP(b), and are guided by comsultants who have background and training
similar to that of propagandists. There are staff and nonstaff consultants working
under party committees and primary party organizations respectively. Seminars are
conducted for them, and party organizations give direction to and exert control over
their activities. In the 1950 - 1951 school year, 4-hour seminars for consultants
are to be held twice a month and are to include lectures on: work with persons in- !
dependently studying books -- writing reports, abstracts, etc.; work methods for !
consultants of those independently studying Marxist-Leninist theory; methods of hold-
ing consultations and theoretical discussions; and conduct of final theoretical dis-
cussions; with independent students. ) ) : )
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Ideally, a consultant 1s in charge of five to eight students. He has in-
dividual or group consultations with them to direct their studies and ascertain
their knowledge. He is warned that en individuel approach must be taken with
every student, and that he must achieve control through the assistance he renders
the student. When the consultee finishes one subject, the consultant conducts
final studies with him to ascertain his knowledge, generalize his experience, and
make plens for further study. Fcr several students at the same level, group con-
sultations and seminars are considered valuable aids in conducting independent
studies.(13)

Control over independent study -- as it is exercised by the consultant over
his students and by the party organizatlon through its consultants -- is often re-
ferred to in the press. "Political self-education requires daily, concrete dir-
ection from perty organizetions. Systematic work with consultents and close con-
trol over the content of studies 1s necessary."(14) Although he plays an import-
ant guiding role in independent studies, "it would be incorrect to turn over con-
trol of political self-education to the comsultant. Such an irresponsible attitude
toward political studies can bring nothing but harm."(15) The success of politi-
cal self-education depends on "how well the party committee organizes control over
independent study. Aid to Communists in choosing study subjects, in formulating
individual study plans: regular control duvring the school year in seeing that each
student fulfills his plan; daily aid in work on books -- all these are important
duties of party orgenizations."(7) By this close control, party organizations make
sure that study and discussion of Marxist-Leninist theory at the lowest level do
not get out of hand.

Evening Universities of Marxism-Leninism

For more advanced formal study of Marxist-Leninist theory there are evening
universities of Marxism-Leninism in larger cities throughout the USSR. Students
include party, Komsomol, and soviet workers; directors and technlcal workers of
enterprises; and the intelligentsia -- scientists, artists, teachers, doctors,
etc. In the 1949 - 1950 school year, there were over 135,000 students in these
evening universities.(16) Applicants must have at least complete secondary educa-
tion, they apply for admission at local party organizations or in the Agitatlion and
Propaganda Sections of rayon party committees. The period of instruction is 2 years;
classes begin sbout 1 September and are held twice a week for four academic hours
a week; the cost is 150 rubles a year.(17) There are entrance examinations on the
history of the VKP(b), based on the Short Course as a whole.(18)

In the first year, students study the history of the VKP(b), history of the
USSR, foreign policy of the USSR, and the contemporary international situation;
in the second year they concentrate on dialectlcal and historical materialism and
political economy.(19) Ability to study independently is stressed, since seminars
figure prominently along with lectures. Instructors are leading party workers and
professors and instructors from local higher educational institutions; they must
glve individual attention to students and conduct group consultations.(16)

Lectures and Other Aids for Party Education

To aid students of Marxist-Leninist theory, particularly those studying in- i
dependently and in evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, an extensive program
of lectures is conducted under party and government auspices. The All-Union So~
ciety for the Dissemination of Political and Scientific Knowledge and its branches
enlist prominent professors, experts, and leading party officials to give party
lectures on various subjects. It also publishes lectures. Subscriptions are now
being taken for three series of lectures to be published in 1951, the first of which
includes 100 lectuces on "the classics" of Marxism-Leninism, history of the VKP(b), '
history of the USSR, philosophy, economics, international life, state and law, ped-
agogy, military science, literature, and art.{20)
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In addition to the soclety there are lecture groups under party organiza-
tions which conduct extensive series of lectures on political subjects. To
aid persons in political schools and circles, as well as independent students
and those in evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, the newspapers publish
"consultation” and "Alds to the Propagandist" columns, &nd there is a wealth
of periodical material. The Agitation and Propagenda Section of the TsK VKP(D)
has just begun publication of & new educational-methodological journel, Parti-
ynoye prosveshcheniye (Party Education), for propagandists, consultants, lec-
turers, teachers in rayon evening party schools,and eveuing universities of
Marxism-Leninism, and for those studying independently. Anéther aid to poli-
tical study is the "partkabinet” (party study room) under primary party organi-
zations and higher party committees. In the partkabinet, propagandists, con-
sultants, and students hold some of their political school and circle meetings
seminars, and consultations and find necessary literature and visual aids for
study and instruction. A qualified director i1s on duty to aid persons in se-
lecting the materials they need. The individual student and propagendist
in the party education system appears to suffer from no dearth of assistance
and direction in his study of Marxist-Leninist theory, at least in the more

populous areas.

Evening Party Schools

For continuing political indoctrination and practical methodological train-
ing of party, soviet, and trade-union functionaries there are party schools. at
all levels from the rayon committee up to the TsK VKP(b). The 2-year evening
party schools under rayon, city, and large primary organization committees are
set up basically for party, soviet, and trade-union officials, "in particular
for secretaries of primary party organizations." (21) and meet for 4 hours a
veek (one or two evenings) over an 8-month period. Their study plan is also
prescribed by the Agitation and Propagenda Section of the TsK VKP(b) and deals
with party history, geography of the USSR and the world, the postwar Five-Year
Plan, and the structure of the party and the Soviet state.(22)

Two-Year Party Schools

Rayon and city party and soviet officials, staff propagandists, and news-
paper editors, in turn, receive political and leadership training in 2-year
party schools under oblast and kray committees and higher party schools under
central committees of union republic party organizations. In the Ukraine, for
instance, applicants must be under 40 and must have experience in directing
party and soviet work. In the Higher Party School under ‘the' TsK KP(b) of
the Ukraine, students must have complete secondary education; in the Kiev Oblast
Two-Year Party School, students "as a rule" have complete secondary education.

Candidates to both schools are selected by oblast, city, and rayon com-
mittees in that order and, lastly, by personal application of party members who
wish to enter the schools. Those whu apply for the Higher Party School must
take entrance exauminations in Russiin and Ukrainian, USSR history, secondary
school general geography, and principles of Marxism-leninism on the level of
that taught in higher educational institutions. Those who apply for the Oblest
Two-Year Party Scho~l take examinations in Russian and Ukrainian, the Constitu-
tion of the USSR, secondary school general geography, and the Short Course,
History of the VKP(b). Applicants for the Higher Party School are alloved 2
months and those for the Oblast Party School are allowed one month of leave with
pay from their place of work to prepare for entrance examinations.(23) In ad-
dition to these 2-year programs, there are 9-month refresher courses for per-
sons with adequate background who hold similar party or soviet positions; 10-day
seminars are conducted for other such officials to keep them abreast of current
developm?nﬁi, to exchange experiences, and to discuss problems of ideology ani
culturae {2,

cul S\
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Higher Party School Under the TsK VKP(D)

For party and soviet officials, propagandists, and journalists working at
the union-republic, oblast, and kray level, the TsK VKP(b) conducts a 3-year
Higher Party School. Applications to the Higher Party School and to its corres-
pondence division were accepted from 15 May to 15 June 1950. Applicants had to
be party members under 40 with complete secondary education and leadership ex-
perience in pariy, soviet, or newspaper work., Students are generally recommended
by oblast and kray committees of the party but in some cases may make personal
application. There vere entrance examinations from 15 July to 1 August 1950 in
the Russian language, USSR history, secondary-school-level geography, ani higher
educational-institution-level principles of Marxism-Leninism. Applicants are
relieved from their regular work with pay for 2 months to study for these examin- b
ations. Those entering the Higher Party School take the examinations in Moscow;
those entering the correspondence division take the examinations in divisions and
consultation points under oblast and kray committees and union-republic central
committees of the party. Party committees must have submitted lists of applicants
and their qualificaticns to the Higher Party School Rector's office before 15 June
while individusl applicants submitted their own records.(25)

a Tg mm(b)

A~ S rcaid + Onmn
n\.adEAu‘y of the Sccial LS8 Vans

The top-renking party theoretical school is the 3-year Academy of Soclal
Sciences under the TsK VKP(b) (26) which trains people in Marxist-Leninist theory
for work in all-union, union-republic, oblast, and kray party organizations, tea-

chers of Marxism-Leninism in higher educational institutions, ard writers and
editors of scilentific and political publications. In addition to the 3-year
course, there ane 9-month refresher courses. Instruction is provided by high-
ranking party officials and prominent professors and theorists of the USSR.
Applications for admission are submitted to the Agitation and Propaganda Section
of the TsK VKP(b). '

No over-all figures have been given for current attendance in schools for
party and soviet cadres; but "since 1946, 25,000 people have completed the Academy
of Social Sciences, the Higher Party School under the TsK VKP(b), republic, kray,
and oblast party schools, and 26,000 have taken year [Eic, there are very few
references to "year" course§7 and 9-month courses under these schools. an ad-
dition;7 over 120,000 persens have gone through evening universities of Marxism-
Leninism, and about 300,000 have completed work in 2-year rayon evening party
schools."(5) These figures indicate that the preponderant proportion of students
in party education are studying at lower levels -- in general-education. schools,
political schools and circles, and independently, since there were less than
500,000 in party education at the rayon level and above over & period of 4 years,
while in 1949 - 1950 alone there were over 5 million people studying Marxist-
Leninist theory.(2) ’

THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

Throughout the summer, party education was intermittently discussed, work
of the past year was criticized, and preparations for the new school year were
made by party organizations. The schocl year in evening universities and in
higher party schools usually begins about 1 September; in general-education
schools, political schools, and circles, and for those studying independently,
studies begin on 1 October in urban and 15 October in rural areas.

Maming the system of party education is carried out by party organizations.
Secretaries of primary party organizations, aided by propegandists and workers of
rayon committees, decide how each person will study. "An individual approach is

mrn sy faa maaDmen b 38 aamernoe dlea mrea T OS cmdh?mrmm ) dilao pmdied ol == -~
necessary, in order to discover the gualifications of the student. Secretarie
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of party orgenizations, together with propagandists, must talk with every Com-
munist in order to determine what he should study."(27) The bureau of the rayon
party committee then approves the assignments of students. The individual ap-
proach is not always made, however. In one Moscow primary party organization,
for instance, "ell Communists, with no account of thelr background, were assigned
to independent study. To aid them there was only one consultant for 20 to 25
students. The rayon party committee explained the error of this decision and
reviewed the background of every Communist." As a result, some of them vere
assigned to political schools and circles, end the number of independent students
per consultant was reduced to five or eight.(28)

The rayon party committee defines the forms of political study of the party
naktiv' and checks on their progress. Serretaries of primary organizations and
rayon committee workers study in evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, even-
ing party schools, and in correspondence divisions of higher party schools ac-
cording to individual study plans.(29)

Preparations for the school year in party education are only the beginning,
however, for the rayon committee. It must continually direct propaganda and
control its quality. Rayon committee members and workers and the party aktiv
must visit Veginning classes in political schools and circles and discuss thelr
subsequent work at meetings of the rayon committee bureau. In addition, the .
committee must conduct regular seminars and individual consultations for propa-

gandists.(30)

The oblast party committee strengthens its control over the course of stu-
dies in the system of party education by rendering on-the-spot aid to party
orgenizations. It also holds regular meetings for secretaries of rayon party
committees, propagendists, consultants, and leaders of circles.(31l) In the
nev school year, serious attempts are to be made to establish normal study con-
ditions. Party organizations are called upon to show daily concern for good
discipline at all levels of party education, so that all Communists will begin
to work seriously from the first day of studies.(})

Certain criticisms of party education work in the past year are constantly

reiterated in the press with a view to preventing their recurrence in the pres-

_ ent year. The most common of these are: poor attendance and failure to com-
plete study plens; failure to assign students to the proper level of study --
some are assig~2d to too advanced studies, some are held back to repeat studies
they have previously completed; poor selection of and control over the work of
propagandists, with resulting low ideological content and formalism in the con-
duct of their work; and unsatisfactory selection and direction of consultants
and control over independent study of Marxism-Leninism. Reports from various
parts of the USSR indicate that perty organizations are not adequately respond-
ing to these and other criticisms of their past and present direction of party
education,

PARTICIPATION IN. PARTY EDUCATION

Descriptions of the work of party education systems in the various repub-
lics, together with available general figures and criticisms follow. No in-
formation is available on the Turkmen SSR. :

RSFSR

1. Moscow

This yeer, it is claimed there are about 350,000 students in the party
education system in the city of Moscow (no figures are given for the entire oblastz
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10,000 more than last year To direct their studies, there are 38,000 propa-
gandists, 4,000 of them new. Of these propagandists, 70 percent have higher
education, and over:two thirds of them have over 3 years' experience.(32) One
in every ten party members of the Moscow city party organization is reported
to be engaged in "active propagandist work." 1In addition to these, there are
reportedly 10,000 consultants and leaders of seminars.(33)

Total Pigures for the 1950 - 1951 year are not as yet broken down-into
exact numbers however, those for the 1949 - 1950 school year indicated that
of the "340,000 Communists then in the party education system 27,000 were in
political schools, one third [Ebout 11h,oog% were 1in basic circles for study
of the Short Course, over 18,000 studied in circles for biographies of Lenin
and Stalin, about 9,000 were included in higher type circles for study of party
history, over 30 percent /about 102,000/ studied independently and in the
Evening University of Marxism-Leninism and its affiliates, and 8,000 were in
evening party schools under rayon committees and party committees of large
enterprises.(32) The above figures total about 278,000, as contrasted with
the announced total of 340,000. It seems unlikely that the remaining approxi-
mately 62,000 students would all be included in the Moscow Oblast and TsK
VKP(b) Higher Party Schools and the Academy of Social Sciences under the TsK
VvKP(t). Even if an estimeted 48,000 propagendists and consultants were sub-
tracted from this 62,000, there would still seem to be & sizeable discrepancy,
particularly when the 340,000 figure refers to "Communists" and does not men-
tion nonparty people.

Available figures indicate that there are about 22,500 (2% times the
number of last year") students in higher-type circles for the study of party
history (33); 10,000 persons in the 102 evening party schools under rayon com-
mittees and large enterprises (34); and over 17,000 persons in the Moscow
Evening University of Marxism-Leninism and its 25 affiliates.(35) Affiliates
positively identified are: Those under the Ministries of Agriculture, Trade
(36), Foreign Trade, Transportation (37), State Farms, Cinematogrephy (38),
end the Coal Industry (39); GOSSNAB (State Committee of the Council of Mini-
sters USSR for Material and Technical Supply of the National Economy) (36);
Glavpoligrafizdat (Main Administration for Printing and Publishing Affairs)
(39); those under the Baumanskiy, Kiyevskiy, Timiryazevskiy (38), and Krasno-
presnenskiy (39) rayon party committees of the city; those affiliates in the
Central Club of Art Workers (40); the Savants' Club (4l), and the Club for
Scientific Workers (37). In-several of these affiliates, there were more
applications than places available.

No indication has yet appeared in the press as to how well the school
year is going in Moscow or whether the poor attendance of the past year is re-
curring in such places as Zheleznodorozhnyy and Leningradskiy rayons where more
than 10 percent of the Communists dropped out of political schools and circles
before the end of the last school year.(42) But it is clear that the increase
of 10,000 in the Moscow city party education system does not approach the 25,000
party(ﬁe?bers and candidates who were not drawn into political studies in 1949-
1950. (42

2. Leningrad Oblest

In political schools and circles of Leningrad Oblast [?he article does
not specifyy Leningrad Oblast, but the figures indicate that more than just the
city is includqé? 200,000 Communists and about 110,000 nonparty people began
their studies this year. Over 86,000 party members and candidates and "tens of
thousands" of nonparty people are enrolled for independent study.(43) "About
half of all Leningrad Oblast Communists are studying independently."(l4)

No total figure for propagandists has been given this year, bul there
were 17,000 party members serving as propagandists in political schools and
b es &

nd g consultents last year, shout 1,300 of them lesading workers of

&8 consultanse N ao0ut L,5% el
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the party and state apparatus. During the past summer, 243 rural propagandists
took one-month courses; more than half of them worked in remote villages, timber
managements, and also on vessels of the Baltic Steamship Line which are con-
stantly on long voyages. Some 1,526 propagandists took 3-month courses for
city propagandists.(6) 1In addition, 3,000 leaders of political schools and
circles, including 449 rural propagandists, received training in 2-week courses
in September under the oblast and city party committees.(45) The city party
committee's Evening University of Marxism-Leninism, in its sixth year of oper-
etion. and its affiliates have 8,000 students.{46) There are affiliates under
Leningrad State University imeni A, A. Zhdenov, the Architects' Club, the Tea-
chers' Club, the Art Club, the Medical Workers' Club, and the Savants' Club. (17)
The oblast 2-year party school, established in 1946, has graduated 570 students,
203 of them last year. Of these, 176 went to supervisory party work, 47 to
soviet positions, 30 to Komsomol work, and 40 to newspaper work.(47) .

Information on party education 'in the rest of the RSFSR. is scatiered and
inconclusive. In Voronezh, Rostov, and Molotov oblasts, the number of nonparty
people in the party education system has increased to twice that of last year.

In Pskov Oblast, there are political schools and circles in 170 kolkhoz party
organizations compared to the 25 which had them last year. In the Buryat-Mongol
ASSR and in Gor'kiy, Murmansk, and other oblasts there is criticism of the wrk
in manning the party education system. Attendance in these areas and in Veli-
kiye Luki and Kirov oblasts was low.(48)

In Kubyshev Oblast the new school year is better organized and on &
higher ideological level than -last year, as a result of more work by party
organizations in selection and training of propagandists and in correct assign-
ment of students in the party education system. Among the propagandists there
are 536 secretaries of primary organizations. During the summer, 3,636 propa-
gandists were trained in one-month and 2-week courses under the oblast committee
and in 3-month courses under city committees. Last year, a majority of Communists
studied in political schools; this year, more are in circles for study of the
Short Course and biographies of Lenin and Stalin, The number of circles which
Wwork with the "classics” of Marxism-Leninism has increased from 102 to 673. In
evening universities of Marxism-Leninism in the cities of Kuybyshev and Syzran'
there are 1,700 students. In evening party schools of Kuybyshev Oblast there
are 2,000 students. Many more students are engaged in independent study this
year than last year.{L48)

The Chelyabinsk Evening University of Marxism-Leninism and its six af-
filiates -- two of them for secondary school teachers and scientific workers
of higher educational institutions -- had many more applications than there
were vacancies.(49) Over LOO students heard first lectures in the Vladivostok
Evening University of Marxism-Leninism and its branches in the cities of Voro-

. shilov, Artem, and Suchan.(46) Since the end of the war, the Stalingrad Even-
ing University of Marxism-Leninism has graduated 1,500 party and soviet workers.
This year, there are 300 students in the first course, and three rayon affiliates
havé opened under the Traktorozavodsky, Kirovskiy, and Krasnoarmeyskly rayon
perty committees.(50) In Ryazan' Oblast, 300 rural propagandists took one-month
courses under the oblast party committee, 540 rural propagandists took 2-week
courses in September, and "many" city propegendists took 3-month and 2-week cour-
ses.(51) Schools were started and ready for the .opening of the school year in
the city of Ryazan'; the number of students interested in independent study has
increased; there are five times as many higher-type circles as there were last
year; and all circles and political schools will have propagandists.(Sa) In
Ivanovo, in August, 14k party and soviet workers of Ivancvo, Vladimir, and Yaro- .
slavl' oblasts graduated from the Ivanovo Oblast Party School; and in Chkalov,
66 party and soviet workers were the third class to graduate from the Oblast
Two-year Party Schol, where a 10-month course also concluded its work.(52)
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Armenian 3SR

No over-all figures are given for current participation in party educa-
tion in the Armenian SSR, but in 1949 - 1950 there were more.than 50,000.(53)
In 1949 - 1950, there were 2,771l propagandists heading political schools and
circles. All of them had higher or secondery education, and a majority had
over 3 years' propagandist experience. In the summer of 1950, 257 rural
propagandists completed one-month courses under the central committee of the
Armenian party organization (54); and 440 rural propagandists, who had no
such training in 1949 - 1950, took 2-week courses under the republic central

committee.(55)

Last year, 1b,777 persons studied "the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism
independently," with the aid of 1,828 consultants (56), a ratio far lower
than the ideal arrangement of one consultant for five to eight students.

In Yerevan the party education system has "expanded considerably." Some
639 propagandists were selected and approved, 86 percent of whom had "higher
and unfinished secondary education." During the summer, 1°) propagandists
finished 3-month courses, and 130 took 2-week courses.(57) The 3-month courses
d1d not go so well. The ideological level was low, and attendance was poor.
Of the 123 propagandists who were to meet once each week, 41 were sbsent from
the 28 July classes, and 25-30 were absent from six other sessions.(58)

The Yerevan Evening University of Marxism-Leninism has accepted 7,000
students this year (57), including 1,250 party and soviet workers, engineers,
doctors, teachers, and scientific workers in the first course.(59) The Yere-
van Evening University is regarded as & very important means of strengthening
the "ideological front" of Armenian intellectuals whem the TsK VKB(b) criti-
cized earlier in 1950 for idealizing the Armenien past and neglecting the
Soviet period.(60)

In Yerevan, there are also 6,138 party members and candidates studying
Marxist-Leninist theory independently.(S?) :

In Leninakan, the new school year in party education was reported well
planned. Last yeer, there were 4,415 Communists and 460 Komsomols and non-
party people studying. Shortcomings of last year were discussed at meetings
of primary party organizations and at plenums of the city committee. It was
noted that there wes too formalistic an attitude toward enrolling students in
the system, and students often were not consulted nor thelr political know-
ledge ascertained before they were assigned. This year, there are over 4,000
Communists in party education. Last year, 600 Communists finished their study
of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin; this year, 635 are studying the bio-
graphies in 47 circles.(55) In the Evening University of Marxism-Leninism,
there are 250 party and soviet workers and representatives of the intelligent-
sia in the first class.(55)

Azerbaydzhan SSR

In the 1949 - 1950 school year, 101,000 party members and candidates
studied in the party education system of the Azerbaydzhan SSR. Besides these
there were 18,000 nonparty members in circles and political schools.(61)
There were 6,&&7 propagandists for political schools and circles, and 1,463
"propagandists” /sic; why not consultants?/ to aid independent students of
Marxism-Leninism. A majority of party cadres took part in political studies.
Political schools and circles generally did well -- 5,182 out of 5,432 com-
pleted their study plans. Independent study was reported to be the. weakest
aspect of party education, although 17,500 Communists were thus engaged.(62)
It was noted that not enough vomen wereidragn into party education, either
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as students or as propagandists.(63) During September 1950, 263 rural propa-

gandists took 2-week courses under the TsK KP(b) of Azerbaydzhan, and 164 took
similar courses under the oblast party committees of the Nakhichevan ASSR and

Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast. A second ‘series of courses for rural pro-
pagandists under the Republic Central Committee began on 2l Septcmber.(6k4)

No over-all. figures for the current year have yet been given on Azerbaydzhan.

Party education in the city of Baku was given fairly complete coverage
through the summer of 1950. In the 1949 - 1950 school year, k4,652 party i
members participated in the Baku system of party education: 28,596 in poli- i,
tical schools and circles and; 16,056 studying independently. (On 1 July 1950, %?f
there were 47,740 Communists in Baku" Uli,765 members and 2,975 candidates.
There were 1,866 primary party organizations.) For propagandist work, 2,937
Communists were selected, more than 60 percent of whom have higher and incom-
plete higher education. Some 500 leaders of circles and political schools
took 3-month courses under the Baku city committee last summer. Last year,
19,186 Communists finished their study of the Short Course, and 8,156 studied
tne biography of Stalin" /sic/. Some 147 circIes did not complete their pro-
grems, and consultation for independent students was generally poor. In the
first half of 1950, 2,086 lectures were given to 239,000 persons.(65)

In September, 360 leaders of political schools and circles received
training in 2-week courses held in the Propagandists' and Agitators' Club
imeni S. M. Kirov under the Baku City Committee, (66)

On 15 September, studies began in the Baku Evening University of Marxism-
Leninism., The Baku Evening University, established in 1945, has steadily in-
creased in size every year thereafter, it was reported. The first class had
65 students; in 1950, 350 graduated. In the 1945 - 1946 school year, there
were 400 students in the whole university; in 1949 - 1950, there were 1,200;
this year there are 1,500 students, 800 of whoia are in the first course.
Seventy percent of the students have higher education. There are many scien-
tific workers among the stulents, and this year a special scientific section
has been set up which will include 150 students, 80 of them candidates and

o doctors of science. A special section for medical workers includes 280 stu-
dents. Fourteen lectures are to be given, and 65 seminar groups have been .
set up. The chief criticism of the Baku Evening University has been that
not enough soviet and administrative perscianel, especially chairmen of rayon
soviet executive committees, administrators of trusts, and workers in minis-
tries, have been included.(67) :

A,

The whole Baku system of party education was thoroughly discussed, criti-
cisms were made, and recommendations given by the September plenary meetings
of the Baku city party committee,(68) Generally the press commented on the
effective preparation and organization with which the school year opened.

Belorussian SSR

Over 300,000 persons are engaged in political study in the Belorussian
SSR, almost twice the number of last year. There are about 3,000 political
schools, many of them under kolkhoz party organizations; over 3,500 circles
for study of party history, 760 of them of the higher type; about 2,000
circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin; and over 200 rayon
evening party schools. In cities and rayons, there are "about 200 general-
education schools for "party members and candidates who do not have elementary
[5127 education."” In 12 evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, about 6,000
persons were accepted, 2,000 more than last year. For those who have com-
pleted higher-type circles and evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, cir-
cles for study of dialectical and historical materialism and political eccnomy
have heen set up. In Minck, there sre 87 circles for study of philosophy. (69)
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Total figures for the number of propagandists trained vary considerably.
Pravda, 2 October 1950, carried an article by T. Gorbunov, Secretary, TsK
KP(b) of Belorussia, in which he claimed that 6,327 propagandists were trained
during the summer in Minsk and oblast centers, six times the number of last
year. Sovetskaya Belorussiya was more conservative in its report that 2,000
city propagendists took 3-month courses under city committees, 1,000 rural
propegendists took l-month full-time courses under oblast committees, and 322
leaders of propagandist seminars took summer courses under the republic cen-
tral committee.(70) The remaining 3,000 propegandists reported in Pravda
could hardly have all been trained in September 2-week courses. No total
figures for the number of propagandists this year is given, but last year
there were 12,000 party members directing political schools, circles, seminars,
and in lecture and consultation work.(71)

In Minsk, over 40,000 persons are engaged in political education, 23,000
of them nonparty people The number of nonparty students participating in
party education is three times that of last year (69), while the total increase
over last year®in party education is 4,500. There are 298 political schools,
227 circles for study of the biographies of Lenln and Stalin, T10 circles for
study of party history, 7 evening party schools, 5 seminars for clty and rayon
party aktiv, 72 circles and seminars on political economy, 30 seminars on philo-
sophy, and evening university of Marxism-Leninism, and 136 beginning Komsomol
circles. Over 8,000 persons are studying independently.(72)

- Studies in the Minsk Evening University of Marxism-Leninism began‘ln Sep-
tember for 1,000 students in the first-year course and 700 in the second. Last
year there were 1,500 students in all, Several affiliates of the Minsk Evening
University have been set up in the Polytechnical Institute, in the Medical
Institute, in the "House of Party Education," at the Belorussian State Univer-
sity, at the railroad center, and at the automobile and tractor plants. Of
32 professors, 15 have doctor or candidate degrees, and 17 are former instructors
of higher educational institutions and the lecture bureau of the city party com-
mittee.(73)

The chief criticisms of last year in Belorussian party education, aside
from the fact that 4,000 party members and candidates were not included (71),
were that there was poor control over independent students and inefficient use
of propagandists. Of 12,600 Communists studying independently, only 4,700
finished their study of the Short Coursé.(69) It is reported that some propa-
gandists are inexperienced, seminars for them are poorly conducted, staff propa-
gandists are often assigned to 'serve as rayon committee- instructors instead of -
performing their own function, and many partkabinety are closed for long perilods
of time. These shortcomings are supposed to be corrected in the current year.(70)

Estonian SSR

There are no total figures for persons engaged in political education in
Estonia this year. In 1949 - 1950, there were 16,000 Communists and over 15,000
nonparty people in 435 political schools, 6U5 circles for study of the Short Course,
223 circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin (74), 47 evening
party schools, and 2 evening universities of Marxism-Leninism.{75) Some 3,000
Communists and over 2,000 nonparty people studied independently, "the basic method
of political study. "(75) .

The Republic Party School under the TsK KP(b) of Estonia trained 85 persons
this year. Grades improved after the TsK VKP(b) and the Eighth Plenum of the
TsK KP(b) of Estonia criticized the work of the TsK KP(b) of Estonia, and the

number of "khorosho" (good) and "otlichno" (excellent) grades increased by 80-85
percent in this year's class.(76)
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During the summer and September of 1950, over 1,200 propugandis'ts received
training in 3-month, one-month, and 2-week courses.(77)

In Tallin, ebout 10,000 persons, including 2,900 women, are included in the
party education system. There are 876 propagandists and consultants, compared
with the 513 of last year, and about 300 of them took 3-month and 2-week courses
during the summer and September.(78) The Tallin Evéning University of Marxism-
Leninism began work on 1 September. " The first course has 500 students ircluding
180 party members and candidates and 35 Komsomols.(79)

The chief criticism appearing in the Estonian press is poor work with propa-
gandists. The Tallin city committee and other city and rayon committees have
not provided adequate seminar studies for propagandists, attendance at summer
courses was very poor (25-40 percent), and not once did the Tallin committee
hold a meeting for instructors of the 3-month course for propagandists. (77)

In Tertu and in uyezds [ﬁow rayon_s] of southern Estonia, attendance at 2-week
courses for propagandists was very poor, largely because study conditlons were
difficult. Only & small number of students could get seats in clasgrooms; part-
kabinety closed ot 2000 hours, and students had to study in their dormitories,

most rooms of which had no tables. Students could not get books, and partkabinety

did not lend out books, even for use during the hours they were closed. The
Agitation and Propaganda Section of the Tartu City Committee did not secure paper
for students until the course was almost over nor check on the preparedness of
lecturers.(77)

Georgian SSR e

Figures for party education in the Georgian SSR are restricted almost en-
tirely to the city of Tbilisi. The Republic Party School has gradoated 437 per-
sons, 141 of them this year.(B0) By deécision of the TsK KP(b) of Georgia, one-
month courses were helda in July for 350 rural propagandists. These constituted
"less than one fourth" the total number of rural propagandists, so rayon party
committees must conduct lectures and reports for propagandists on questions of
party history, historical and dialectical materialism, and the international
position of the USSR.(81)

In Tbilisi last year, 36,155 Communists, or over 88 percent of the city .
party organization, took part in various forms of political education.(82) With
over 6,000 Komsomols end nonparty people in addition, the total number engaged
in party education was 42,533.(83) There were 207 political schools, 263 cir-
cles studying the biographies of Lenin and Stalin, and 4h2 circles for the study
of party history, 22 of them of the higher type, instructing 14,340 Communists.
Over 15,000 persons studied independently.(82) During the summer, 480 leaders
of political schools and circles took courses under the city party committee;
and the school year began on 2 October with 217 political schools, 106 circles
for study of the biographiles of Leninh and Stalin, L27 basic type circles for
party history, 10 rayon evening party schools, various seminars for party and
soviet workers, and the Evening University of Marxism-Leninism with. its five
affiliates.(84) According to preparations there were to be 13,400 Communists
in political schools; 12,300 studying independently; 815 in ~eminars; 360 in
evening party schools; and about 1,300 party and nonparty pevple in the Even-
ing University of Marxism-Leninism. Along with these it was planned to draw
over 1,900 Komsemols and more than 6,500 nonpaxrty people into the party educa-
tion system.(83) Whether these plans were met has not yet been indicated in
the press. Attendance at some opening classes in political schools and circles
was reported poor. The same was true in some general-education schools for
illitefgtt)es in Tbilisi, where study programs and textbooks were not fully sup- ,
plied. (85 :
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In the South Osetian Autonomous Oblast, TO rural propagandists took 2-week
courses under the oblast committee, while 34 propagandists took similar courzes
under the Staliniri city party committee.(86) In the Abkhaz ASSR, 96 percent
of party people participated in political education last year, 2,980 of them
studying independently.(82) :

Short. smiags of last year included assignment of semlliterates to political
schools instead of general-education schools(82), unsatisfactory control over
independent students, and poor attendance. Some Communists took advantage of
the absence of checking by rayon party committees and failed to attend the
Tbilisi Evening University of Merxism-Leninism and its affiliates. For this
they were excluded.(83)

Karelo-Finnish SSR

The party education system of the Karelo-Finnish SSR included over 1k,500
persons last year, Of these, 4,300 Communist studied independently. "A majority
of political schools and circles completed ‘their study plens,"” but there were
shortcomings. Of 465 circles for the study of party history, only 375 completed
their programs, and ideological content was low, due to poor selection and con-
trol of propagandists. Many Communists studying independently did not finish
their individual pléns because of insufficient control and assistance from city
and rayon party committees. It was reported that there were not enough lectures
and consultations, and many rayon committees did not conduct adequate seminars,
"the prime condition for raising the level of party propaganda.” (87)

This year, for the second time, summer courses were conducted under the re-
public central committee, where 450 leaders of political schools and circles were
trained. When the school year began, 1,500 propagendists were ready to start
their work.(87) Summer courses under the Petrozavodsk and Sortavala city com-
mittees were reported poorly attended, however; some evenings only 40 to 50 per-
cent of the students appeared.(88)

In Petrozavodsk, last year, 4,880 party members and candidates and over
1,200 nonparty people studied in the party education system. The number engaged
in independent study included over 30 percent of the city party orgenization.(89)
But 370 Communists did not participate at all, and about 400 did not finish their
programs in political schools and circles nor take part in final studies. The
chief reason for this was attributed to poor leadership by primary organizations
and the burcau of the city committee.(90) Independent study was also poorly con-
ducted. Of about 2,000 officially so engaged in Petrozavodsk, it was revealed
that less than 1,000 were actually studying. (91)

In the present school year in Petrozavodsk, there are 365 political schools
and circles; over 1,000 Communists are studying independently; and the number
of students in the Evening University of Marxism-Leninism has increased to 350.(92)

Beginning studies in party education showed that many primary party organi-
zations were better prepared than last year, but many were repeating the same
mistakes; and party organizations were urged to exert more control, particularly
over independent students.(50)

Kazakh SSR

. Last year, 280,256 persons, 212,192 of them Communists, or 93.5 percent of
all republic Communists, participated in party education in the Kazakh SSR. The
quality of work was reported to be generally good. All 17 universities of
Merxism-Leninism, 268 rayon party schools, and 6,872 circles for the study of
party history and biographies of Lenin and Stalin completed their plans., Lecture
propagands. was improved; 9,11l lectures were given on party.history, philosophy,
and political economy.(93) More than 36,000 persons were engaged in independent

An =

politicsl study.{Sh)
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During the summer, the third class of 283 students completed its work
in the Republic Party School under the TsK KP(b) of Kazakhstan.(95) Courses
for propegandists were also conducted, but there was criticism of attendance.
In Karaganda Oblast, for instance, only 264 per:ons bad been drawn into propa-
gandist work out of the 1,158 Communists with higher or incomplete higher
education. In Kokchetav, only 15 percent of the propagandists appeared for
their first studies; and seminar work was at & low level in propagendist courses
in Pavlodar.(96) There were 14,000 propagandists in the republic last year.
Regular seminars were conducted for them, and improvement in this work is called
for this year. The TsK KP(b) of Kazakhstan ordered 5-day propagandist seminars
in preparation for the new school year. The central committee of the republic
party orgenization tralned 450 leaders of propagandist seminars, and rayon
committees are to utilize them effectively. In the course of the new school
year, 2- and 3-day seminars for rurel propagandists are to be held in November,
January, and March; and in citles, where meetings do not involve leave from
vork, propagandists are to attend seminars once or twice a month. (97)

Thies year in Kazakhstan, 11,868 circles and pclitical schools, 275 rayon
party schools, and 17 universities of Marxism-Leninism are operating; and 95.5
percent of the republic's Communists are occupied in various forms of poliitcal

study.(98)

There are no over-all figures for party education in the city of Alma-Ata.
Some 400 propagandists took 2-week courses undér the city committee (99); and
the Evening University of Marxism-Leninism got off to & good start. In the
past 5 years the number of its students has increased 15 times, and last year
there were about 3,000 students.(100) In the first course this year there are
1,230 students.(101)

Kirgiz SSR

Information appearing in the press on party education in the Kirglz SSR
is very scanty. No over-all figures are given for the republic nor for the
city of Frunze. Among other activities undertaken, the Kirgiz State Publish-
ing House hgs published works of Lenin and Stelin in the Kirgiz language for
the new school year.(102)

The two-year Party School under the republic central committee graduated
440 persons, while training 268 additional people in 9-month courses. This
year, 147 (lncluding 3% women) completed the 2-year course and 35 the 9~month
course. Of those completing the 2-year program, 92 were Kirgiz. The school
has a library of 55,000 volumes, and every year i%t. receives 5 ,000-6,000~new
books. Some 150 students have been accepted for the new year, and & group
of 20 translators has ‘been et up to translate the.works of "“the founders of
Marx ism-Leninism." Forty party and Komsomol workers areé being trained in 9-.
month coursed. (103) - S o

In Frunze Oblast, 1,120 propagandists took summer courses under the oblast
and city committees.(lO4) In the. city of Frunze ‘there are 1,04k propagendists
and consultants, 70 percent of whom have higher or incomplete higher education.
Some 723 have from 3 to 5 years' propagandist experience. The Evening Univer-
sity of Marxism-Leninism opened in 1939 and has trained "hundreds of party and
nonparty Bolsheviks" [51_97 . In the last 2 years the Evening University has -
graduated 350 persons. In the first course this year there are koo students,
almost half of whom have higher and incomplete higher education. There are 300
students in the second course. About 6,000 persons have begun their studles in .
over 400 circles for party history in Frunze. There are 126 politicael schools.
Almost 3,000 persons are studying independently.(105)
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Latvian SSR

In the last school year in the system of party education 31,225 party
mgmbers and candidates and many nonparty people were occupied with political
studies in the Latvian SSR. There were 2,327 propagandists leading political
schools and circles.(106) There were ebout 500 political schools. About
9,000 Communists were engaged in independent study, but only & 1little more
than half of them fulfilled their individuel study rléns, because of pcor con-
trol by party organizations.(107) .

During the summer, over 1,100 propagendists were trained. The republic
party central committee conducted one-month courses for rural propagandists
which trained 140 directors of political schools, 200 leaders f circles for
the study of parwvy history, and 67 leaders of propagendist seminaers; T20 propa-
gandists were trained by city party committees.(106)

The new school year began in October, and figures given vary considerably. -
In August, plans were made for TO evening party schools, about 500 political
schools over 1,000 circles for the study of party history, and 12,500 independent
students in the republic.(107) In mid-October, in comnection with rural party
education, reference was made to 61 evening party schools under rayon comuittees,
over 900 political schools, 587 basic and higher-type circles for the study of
party history, and 172 circles for the study of the blographies of Lenin and
Stalin. Over 14,000 nonparty active workers of Latvian kolkhoz villages are
paerticipating.(108) Another reference states that there are more than 2,100
persons in 65 ovening party schools.(109)

Students have been selected for the first course of the Republic Party
School; and 150, most of them secretarles of rayon committees and chairmen of
rayon soviet executive committees, have begun their studies.(110)

This year, 300 new partkabinety have been set up in the republic, and a
seminar for librarians in these study rooms was held in Riga.(111)

No over-all figures are given for the city of Rige. Some 600 persons
finished 2-week courses for propagandists under city party committees.(112)
The Evening University of Marxism-Leninism with its nine affiliates has over
3,000 students. To assure better control by rayon commitiees over their
attendance, the students are being grouped according to rayons.(113) 1In
Daugavpils Evening University of Marxism-Lgninism there are 370 students.{1ll)

Lithuanian SSR

There are no over-all figures for party education in Lithuanian SSR. lLast
year, there were 1,160 circles for study of the Short Course, 38 of them of
the higher type, end more than 9,000 persons studied independently.(llS)

This year, in the Lithuanian Railroad System there are 115 political schools,
130 circles for study of the Short Course, and 150 circles for study of the bio-
graphies of Lenin and Stalin. Almost 8,000 party and nonparty members are study-
ing in these groups, and over 500 are studying independently. Some 452 propa-
gendists have been trained to direct political schools and circles, and there
are seven partkabinety at principle centers.(116)

In Vil'nyus, 14,000 persons are engaged in party education, 6,000 of them
nonparty members. lLast year, there were 100 political schools, 241 circles for
the study of party history, 145 circles for study of the biographies of Lenin
and Stalin, and 4 evening party schools. There were 800 students in the Even-
ing University of Merxism-Leninism, and many Communists studied independently.
This year, there are 13l political schools, 79 circles for study of the bio-
graphies of Lenin and Stalin, and 265 circles for the study of party history,
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including 40 of the higher type. There is an evening party school in each
of the five city rayons. About 2,000 Communists are studying independ- '
ently.(117) The Vil'nyus Evening University of Marxism-Leninism has 600
students this year; since it begaen, it has graduated 1,469 persons.(118).
Among last year's shortcomings noted in thé press were low attendance and
the large number of students who dropped out before th_e ené of the school
year.

Moldevian SSR

In the Moldavian party education system last year, there were three
evening universities of Marxism-Leninism, 69 evening party schools, over
600 circles for study of the Short Course, 160 circles for study of the bio-
graphies of Lenin and Stalin, and T60 political schools.(119) However, it
was reported that 2,000 Communists were not drawn into party education, and
I3 schools and circles did not complete their study plans. Some propagand-
ists reportedly conducted their work at a low ideological level, and independ-
ent study was poorly organized and directed.(120)

During the summer, over 2,000 propagandists were trained in courses un-
der the republic central committee and city committees of the party.(121)
It was noted that seminars for propagandists were not properly conducted last
year. They met irregularly and did not complete their study plens. This
year they are to meet at least once every 10 days in accord with the study
plan; they are to be held separately for leaders of first- and second-year
political schools and circles; and they are to be 8o organized as to keep ’
the propagandists two or three subjects ahead of their students. The press
is called upon to aid propagendists; the republic newspapers, Sovetskeya
Moldaviya and Moldova sochialiste, are to carry descriptions of the work of
Teading propaegandists.(122) : .

No over-all figures have been given for party education in the republic
and those for the city of Kishinev vary somewhat. On 1 October, it was re-
ported that there were 1 ,043 Communists in the Kishinev Evening University
of Marxism-Leninism; 1,570 were studying independently; 302 vere in evening
party schools; 1,839 persons were in circles for the study of perty history;
and 4RO were in circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin.
For the intelligentsia and nonparty active workers there were 131 circles for
the study of party history, 83 political schools’, and 67 circles for study
of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin.(121) On 24 October, an' over-all
figure for the city was given of 13,000 Communists, Komsamols, und nonparty
people, with 2 ,218 in the Evening University of Merxism-Leninism and 300 in
rayon evening party schools.(123)

‘The Evening University of Marxism-Leninism in Krasnoarmeyskiy City Rayon
of Kishinev had considerable difficulty in getting enough students. On 25 Au-
gust, there were only half as many admissions as called for in the plan, lar-
gely because it was reported, the rayon committee secretary and the head of
the Agitation and Propaganda Section did not concern themselves personally
with recruiting for party education. And, with no control by the rayon com-
mittee, accused Sovetskays Moldaviya, gecretaries of several large primary
party organizations did not choose students for the Evening University, pre-
ferring to keep students in their own circles, some for the second year, to
show ;ull "participation" in local political studies.(12k) There may also
be some questions as to whether there was sufficient interest on the part of
individusl students to want to study at the Evening University.

Tadzhik SSR
No over-all figures are given for party education in the Tadzhik SSK, but
tite press reveals much criticism of last year's conduct of party educaton. °
Many party organizations got & late start aud could not complete their study
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programs. According to the republic press in Stalinabad Oblast this was the
case with almost half the political schools and circles and the Evening Univer-
sity of Marxism-Leninism, and work with independent students was badly orgen-
ized. The Stalinabad Oblast party committee and rayon committees were not
sufficiently interested in political education.(125) For the new school year,
plans were made to draw up to 24,000 Communists and nonparty people of - the
oblast into various forms of party education, and 920 propagandists were se-
lected, of whom 500 took special preparatory courses., (126)

The Two-year Republic Party School gradusted 98 persons this year, "85
of them of the local nationality." In addition, 37 finished 9-month courses.
Since its establishment in 1946, 304 persons have taken the 2-year course,
and about 200 party and soviet workers have completed 9-month courses. There
were five chairs (kafedry) in 1949 - 1950 (127), and 67,600 rubles were spent
on books for the library.(128) A new department has been added this year for
training translators and editors of political literature. There are 30 people
in this department, all with journalistic experience, and their study conditions
are the same as those for other students.(127)

The Stalinabad Evening University of Marxism-Leninism had 600 students
last year. Four new affiliates were opened: wurder the Tadzhik Affiliate of
the Academy of Sciences, under the republic comhittees of the medical workers'
and art workers' trade unions and under the Administration of the Tadzhik
Civil Air Fleet., According to reports attendance last year was poor, averag-
ing 72 percent, and this was due to poor control by primary party organiza=
tions.(129) It is still maintained that the university is very popular, that
there were 452 applications for 350 openings in this year's first class;
but on 4 September, when the session began, rooms were not provided for all
classes, and instructors were not adequately prepared.(130)

General-education schools for Communists received considerable attention
in the Tadzhik syestem of party education. In some rural areas, in the past,
illiterates were attached directly to teachers; but this led to difficulties
"in controlling this form of study," so schools for semiliterate and illiterate
Communists are now set up under village (kishlak) soviets.(131) In Kurgan-
Tyubinskiy Rayon, this summer, 29 Communists completed the tenth grade of the
evening general-education school. - Among them were "workers of the rayon party
committee and the rayon soviet executive committee, directors of induetrial
enterprises, and secretaries of primary party organizations." The rayon com-
mittee pays particular attention to the work of the school and noted that some
Comnunists did not attend classes nor complete their school work. The rayon
committee bureau worked out concrete measures for improving the work of the
school and authorized the Agitation and Propaganda Section to staff the seventh,
eighth, and ninth grades of the school and to devote special attention to

‘getting party members of local nationalities -- Tadzhik and Uzbek -- into

the school.(131)

In the Anrno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast, last year, 102 out of 11k
political schools and circles completed their study programs. Over 2,000
persons received instruction.. However, "the struggle against remnants of the
feudal past" is poorly conducted; many parents refuse to allow their daughters
to attend the schools and husbands prevent their wives from attending. Anti-
religious propagenda is generally weak.(126) @

Ukrainian SSR

In the Ukrainian SSR this year, one millijon people are reported in the
party education system. More than 50,000 propagandists, 90 percent of whom
took training courses in the past 2 yea.rs , have gone to work in almost 1, 000

of circles for study of the Short Course N 'biogra.phies of Lenin and Stalin 3
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political economy, and dialectical and historical materisliem: There are
400,000 Communists studying independently, and 25, 000 staff consultants have
been chosen and approved.(132)

In the 1949 - 1950 school year, there were also over one million people
in political education in the Ukraine in: over 9,000 pslitical schools, 15,000 ﬁ
circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin;, "several thousand"
circles for the study of party history, about 1,000%rayon party ‘schools, and
19 evening universities of Marxism-Leninism. 133) ‘Adother -scurce notes.that
students completed their study plans in 1,569 political 'schools -~ & small per-
centage of the 9,000 referred to above -- 14,543 circles for study of the bio-
graphies of Lenin and Stelin, 10,828 circles for study ‘of the Short Course,
and 9L study groups in rayon evening perty schools.: "Thousands of political
schools and circles and hundreds of study ‘groups in rayon evening ‘party schools"
fulfilled the study plan for first-year studies. <

However, there were shortcommgs in party education. The first-year study
plan was not fulfilled by 54T political schools, 518 circles studying the biog-
raphies - of Lenin and Stalin, and 868 circles studying the Short Course. Some
political schools and circles did not complete their second-year study plans,
because party organizations were careless and in some places even cut short .
the study term. There were several criticisms of repetition in the same study
courses, for example, one kolkhoz party organization allowed a circle studying
the Short Course to begin with Chapter 1, go to Chapter 4, and then begin the
next year witn the same people again at Chapter 1.(13k4)

During the summer, about 5,500 persons took one-month courses for rural
propagandists under oblast party commititees, and about 11,000 propagandists
were trained in 3-month courses under city comittees. (131&) There was some
eriticism of work with propegandists in various oblasis of the Ukraine. In
Zaporozh'ye Oblast, for instance, propagandists were assigned to work which
had nothing to do with their regular function -~ checking on radiofication
of settlements, etc. When asked why his propagandists were being used for
this irregular work, the secretary of the Ordzhonikidzevskiy Rayon party com-
mittee replied that staff propagandists were not needed; he had many nonstaff
propagandists but was short of instructors. _[ﬁeferenc‘es in the press indicate
that instructors of rayon party commitiees are "trouble shooters." Their
function is to check on the political work of primary party organizations,
to advise secretaries of primary organizations, and to report back to the
rayon committee on progress by primary organizations. 7 As a result, the
party education system was badly organized. The Agita.tion and Propaganda
Section of the rayon party committee "controlled" organization by perusing
lists of students sent to it by secretaries of primary organizations, and con-
sequently meny persons were assigned to circles for the study of party history
vwhich they had completed the previous year. There were similar occurrences
in other rayons of the oblast, but rayon party committees are not aware of
this, because their staff propagendists do not get out into party schools.
These shortcomings are to be corrected this year, and oblast committees are
tq organize regular seminars for propegandists.(51)

In Kiev, there are 400 political schools this year with 6,000 students,
2 ,700 of them Communists. Over 25,000 persons have begun studies in circles
f‘or the study of party history, and 8,000 (2,700 of them Communists) are in
circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin. In eight rayon
evening schools there are 437 Communists. About 3,000 independent students
heard beginning lectures in eight lecture halls. In &ll, there are 76, 895
students, 8,000 more than last year, in the city system of party education,
and 95 percent of them attended their first classes.(135)

The Kiev Evening University of Marxism-Leninism has 2, 600 students in

the first course and over 2,000 in the second. The Evenina University has
eight affiliates. Highly qualified instructors conduct studiestwice aweek Q33
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In L'vov, a reported 1,000 persons were enrolled for the first course
of the Evening University of Marxism-Leni:isa.(46) In Khar'kov, 1,600 city
propegandists were trained in 3-month and 2-week courses in the Party FPropa-
ganda and Agitation Club of the vblast commitiee and the city comnittee,(136)

Uzbek SSR

Over 50,000 people are participating in party education in the citles
of the Uzbek SSR. The number of higher-type circles has increased to 300,
and there are about 500 circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and
Stelin.(137) No over-all figures are given for rural party education. In
the 1last school year, 839 political schools, 520 circles for study of party
history, 836 circles for study.of the biographies of Lenin and Stalin, and 51
evening party schools successfully completed their study programs. Over 20,000
Communists were instructed in them. Another 5,000 party members and candidaces
finished general-education schools. But serious shortcomings were reported.
Of 1,759 second classes in political schools only about one bhalf finished their
study programs; of 2,123 first classes in political schools only half finished.,
The ssme was true of evening party schools and circles for the study of party

history. Many independent students were not closely enough controlled and did
their study plens. Pravda Vostoka said that the reason for these’

not finish thelr
deficiencies was the laxity of party organizations and committees.(l38)
Much work was done in the summer to improve the work of propagandists. .
Oblast committees instructed 662 persons in one-morth courses for rural propa-
)
i

gandists; city committees trained 1,500 propagandists in 3-month cowrses. over
1,000 rural and 1,000 city propagandists took 2-week courses in September. And
during the summer, republic courses for propagandist seminar leaders turned
out 217 persons.(138) .

The Republic Party School under the TsK KP(b) of Uzbekisten, in the 4 years
of its existence, has graduated two classes, & total of 459 persons. This year
195 persons finished the school, while 35 persons received instruction in the

9-month course.(139)

In Tashkent Oblast, there are 362 political schools, 722 circles studying
the Short Course, and 160 circles for study of the biographies of Lenin and
StalIn (180). 1In the city of Tashkent, there are 275 political schools’, 8,000
persons are studying the Short Course in eircles, and 7,000 are studying in-
.dependently with the assistance of 538 consultants.(l4l) Figures for last
year indicete that there were 258 political schools and 645 circles for study
of the Short Course in which over 11,000.persons were instructed, vhile over
6,000 persons studied independently. Among the propagandisis there were 676
party and soviet workers and secretaries of primary party organizations, 530 .
engineers and technicians, and 360 teachers. 'There were 23 regular seminars
for propagendists.(142) o :

In the Tashkent Evening University of Marxism-Leninism there are 1,700
students.(137) Of the six other evening universities in the republic, those
in Fergana, Andizhan, Bukhara, Kokand, end Nemangan have been identified.
Last year, over 2,500 persons studied in these eveéning universities. There
vere criticisms of poor attendance and dropping out. In the Fergana Evening
University only 4O percent of the students attended classes in several months
The pame was true in Andizhen and Nemengan universities. - In the Fergena,
Andizhan, and Bukhara Evening.Universities of Marxism-Leninism about 30 per-
cent of the students dropped out, while 20 percent ceased to attend the Tash-
kent Evening University.(1h3)
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The figures given above for the current year include people formally
registered in the various forms of party education. It.should perhaps be noted
that in the enthusiasm engendered by the publicity given to the beginning of
the school year and under the pressure from higher party committees to enroll
large mumbers of studénts, the party organizations might naturally be expected
to give as glowing a picture as possible of their efforts in setting up the
party education system. But "on the basis of past experience it may be con-
cluded that as the routine school year progresses, as students become boréd
with their studies and incompetent propagandists, and as party orgaanizations
£ind it difficult to check on the work of the large nunmber of studénts they
have enrolled, the realities of the situation overtake the initial optimism;
and it may be expected that more and more press items will be devoted to short-
comings in the conduct of party education. :
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Ibid., 15 Oct 50

Ibid., 3 Oct 50

Ibid., 24 Aug 50

Tbid., 30 Aug 50

Tbid., 21 Sep 50

Ivid., 8 Sep 50

Tbid., T Sep 50

Vil'nyus, Sovetskaya Litva, 26 Aug 50
Ibid., 10 Oct 50

Ibid., 1 Oct 50

Ibid., & Sep 5O

Sovetskaya Moldaviya, 15 Nov 49
Ibid., 17 Sep 50

Tbid., 1 Oct 50

Ibid., 5 Sep 50

Tbid., 2k Oct 50

Ibid., 25 Aug 50

Kommunist Tadzhikistana, b Aug 50
Tbid., 26 Jul 50

Ibid., 5 Aug 50

Ibid., 5 Ser 50

Ibid., 15 Aug 50

Ibid., 10 Sep 50

Ibid., 8 Oct 50

Pravda Ukrainy, 1 Oct 50

Ibid., 8 Sep 50

Ibid., 3 Aug 50

Ibid., 4 oct 50

Pravda, 11 Oct 50

‘Pashkent, Pravda Vostoka, 1 Oct 50
Ibid., 15:0ct 50

Ibid., 29 Jul 50

Tbid., 11 Oct 50

Ibid., 10 Oct 50

Tbid., 29 Apr 50

Ibid., 17 Aug 50




